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Afghanistan: 
What makes a nation?

Jon Snow
Jon Snow is Channel 4’s regular news presenter and has 
30 years experience as a writer and television journalist, 
reporting on every major story from around the world. 
He provided live coverage from Germany when the Berlin 
wall was pulled down, from South Africa when Nelson 
Mandela was freed, and in the US for Obama’s campaign 
and victory.

Chair

Speakers

Saira Shah
Saira Shah is an award winning broadcaster and author. 
She has made a number of acclaimed documentaries, 
including Channel Four’s ‘Beneath the Veil’ about the 
Taliban’s Afghanistan (2001), ‘Unholy War’ (2001) for CNN 
and Channel Four, and ‘Death in Gaza’ (HBO 2004). She has 
been awarded the Royal Television Society’s ‘Journalist 
of the Year’ (in 2002) and the Mo Amin award for courage 
under fire. She is the author of a memoir ‘The Storyteller’s 
Daughter’, published by Penguin. 

Orzala Ashraf Nemat
Orzala Ashraf Nemat is a prominent Afghan civil society 
activist, emerging scholar and a leader to various women 
and youth empowerment initiatives. She has often put 
herself directly at risk under the Taliban regime working with 
underground literacy and health education programmes for 
women and girls and for safe houses for women at risk. She is 
increasingly involved in political advocacy and development 
on a national level and holds an MSc from University College 
London and is currently a Ph.D. candidate at SOAS. Orzala was 
awarded a Yale World Fellow in 2008 and has been a member 
of the Young Global Leaders forum since 2009.

Minna Järvenpää
Minna Jarvenpaa is a policy analyst who has worked in 
Afghanistan since late 2005. She has held senior roles in 
the United Nations, most recently as the head of analysis 
and planning at the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA), and as senior advisor to Nobel Peace prize 
winner Martti Ahtisaari. In addition to Afghanistan, 
she has worked in conflict and post-conflict settings in 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Serbia, Macedonia, Northern Ireland, and 
Iraq. She is a founding member of two think tanks, the 
Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) and the European 
Stability Initiative (ESI), and an associate of the Centre for 
International Studies at Oxford. She studied international 
relations at the London School of Economics and Slavic 
languages at Harvard University.

Professor Michael Clarke 
Professor Michael Clarke is currently the director of the 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies. Until July 2007 he was deputy vice-principal and 
director of Research Development at King’s College London, 
where he is now also visiting professor of Defence Studies. 
He has been a specialist advisor to the House of Commons 
Defence Committee since 1997. 

In 2004 he was appointed the UK member of the United 
Nations Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Disarmament 
Matters and a member of the Board of Trustees for the United 
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research in Geneva. In 
2009 he was appointed to the Prime Minister’s National 
Security Forum and in 2010 to the Chief of Defence Staff’s 
new Strategic Advisory Group. 

Neil MacGregor
Neil MacGregor has been the director of the British Museum 
since August 2002 and has developed the museum’s 
regional and international activities. Neil has worked closely 
with BBC radio and television to bring the collections to 
the widest possible public. Most recently, on ‘A History 
of the World in 100 objects’. This has been a platform for 
partnerships with museums across the UK and a wide 
programme of activity.

He is a fellow of New College, Oxford, a board member  
of the National Theatre and the International Advisory  
Board of the Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg. He  
was director of the National Gallery from 1987 to 2002.
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